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Listing of Claims: 

1 . {Currently amended) An adapting element for at least one programmable 
electronic holder, the adapting element having a surface size larger than that of all the 
programmable electronic holders, the programmable electronic holder being arranged to be 
personalized in a personalization machine, the adapting element being of a size to enable 
it to be received by the personalization machine , the size of the adapting element enabling 
the adapting element to be driven in the personalization machine including a transportation 
system for transferring the adapting elements to a plurality of personal ization stations, the 
adapting element being of a size to enable it to be received bv the pers onalization machine, 
the size of the adapting element enabling the adapting element to be moved on the 
transportation system , the adapting element including (a) a housing having a shape and 
size to house and hold in place at least one of the programmable electronic holders of a 
given size and shape, (b) a receiver arrangement for enabling the adapting element to 
receive personalization data from a personalization device of the personalization machine 
via a contact or contactless link, and (c) a transmitter arrangement for enabling the 
adapting element to transmit said personalization data to the at least one programmable 
electronic holder via a contact or contactless link.T 
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2. (Currently amended) The adapting element according to claim 1 , wherein the 
transmitter arrangement is -includes at least one holder connector, able to -hold in place at 
least one programmable electronic holder, and electric or optical links, ensuring a link 
between the holder connector and the receiver arrangement 

3. (Currently amended) The adapting element according to claim 1 . wherein the 
transmitter arrangement is -includes a n antenna which allows the adapting element to 
communicate via acontactless link with the programmable electronic holder, the antenna 
being connected to the receiver arrangement and arranged opposite at least a portion of 
the programmable electronic holder comprising an antenna. 

4. (Currently amended) The adapting element according to claim 3, wherein the 
antenna is connected to the receiver arrangement includes an electronic card eontainmg 
having components for managing communication between the adapting element and the 
programmable electronic holder. 

5. (Currently amended) The adapting element according to claim 1, wherein the 
receiver arrangement is -includes a n antenna^ for_enabling the adapting element to 
communicate via a_contactless link with the personalization device of the personalization 
machine. 

6. (Currently amended) In combination, a plurality of identical adapting elements 
aeeerefeg to e te im A **rh of *ach adapting elem ent heina for at least one programmable 
electronic holder, each adapting element havin n a surface size larger than that of all the 
programmable electronic holders, the programmes electronic holder being arranged to be 
personalized in a personalization machine, each adapting element being of a size to 
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enable it to be received by the personalization machine . the size of each adapting element 
enabling each adapting element to be driven in the persona lization machine, each adapting 
element including (a) a housing having a shape and size to house a nd hold in place at 
least one of the programmable electronic holders of a oh/en size and shap e, (b) a receiver 
arrangement for enabling each adapting element to receive persona lization data from a 
personalization device of the personalization machine via a contact o r contactless link, and 
(c) a transmitter arrangement for enabling each adapting ele ment to transmit said 
personalization data to the at least one programmable electron ic holder via a contact or 
contactless link, e ach of the adapting elements being in a multipurpose personalization 
machine for personalized programmable electronic holders, the personalization machine 
including: 

an unstacking system to unstack the adapting elements from an input hopper and a 
stacking system to stack adapting elements in an output hopper, the input hopper and the 
output hopper being combined or constituting separate components, 

an insertion system to insert the programmable electronic holders in the adapting 
elements at the start of operation of the personalization machine, and a removal system to 
remove the programmable electronic holders from the adapting elements at the end of 
operation of the personalization machine, 

a driving system to drive the adapting elements including the programmable 
electronic holders and causing the adapting elements to transit through the personalization 
machine, and 

a personalization device comprising a communication system between a database 
for supplying the personalization data and the programmable electronic holders via the 

i* 

• ,i 
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adapting elements to enable personalization of the programmable electronic holders by 
programming the personalization data. 

7. (Previously presented) The combination according to claim 6, wherein the 
driving system includes a tape or belt. 

8. (Previously presented) The combination according to claim 6, wherein the 
driving system includes a revolving disk. 

9. (Previously presented) The combination according to claim 6, wherein the 
insertion and/or removal systems for the programmable electronic holders and/or the 
stacking system and/or unstacking systems for the adapting elements are manual. 

10. (Previously presented) The combination according to claim 6, wherein the 
personalization device of the personalization machine includes a cylinder, wheel or linear 
elevator comprising a plurality of connectors for connecting with contact lugs of the 
adapting elements. 

11. (Previously presented) In combination, a plurality of identical adapting 
elements, each of the adapting elements being in a multipurpose personalization machine 
for personalized programmable electronic holders, each of the adapting elements having a 
surface size larger than that of all programmable electronic holders to be personalized and 
meeting the size accepted by a personalization machine, the adapting element including (a) 
a housing of adapted shape and size to house and maintain at least one programmable 
electronic holder, (b) a receiver arrangement for enabling the adapting element to receive 
personalization data from a personalization device of the personalization machine via 
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contact or contactless link, and (c) a transmitter arrangement for enabling the adapting 
element to transmit said personalization data to the programmable electronic holder via 
contact or contactless link, the personalization machine comprising at least: 

an unstacking system to unstack adapting elements from an input hopper and a 
stacking system to stack adapting elements in an output hopper, the input hopper and the 
output hopper possibly being separate or not, 

an insertion system to insert programmable electronic holders in the adapting 
elements at the start of operation of the personalization machine, and a removal system to 
remove the programmable electronic holders from the adapting elements at the end of 
operation of the personalization machine, 

a driving system to drive adapting elements including programmable electronic 
holders and causing the adapting elements to transit through the personalization machine, 
and 

a personalization device comprising a communication system between a database 
for supplying the personalization data and the programmable electronic holders via the 
adapting elements to enable personalization of the programmable electronic holders by 
programming the personalization data. 

12. (Previously presented) The combination according to claim 1 1 , wherein the 
driving system includes a tape or belt. 

1 3. (Previously presented) The combination according to claim 1 1 , wherein the 
driving system includes a revolving disk. 

6 

PAGE 8/14 * RCVD AT 8/21/2006 3:59:56 PM {Eastern Daylight Time] - SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-2/10 ' DMS:2738300 * CSID: 7035 185489 • DURATION (mm-ss): 08-56 



08/21/2006 HON 16:01 PAX J03.5L85499 _ 00 09/014 

Application^.: 10/747,808 Docket No.: 1013-032 

14. (Curmntly amended) The combination according to claim 11, wherein at least 
one of the insertion and/or removal systems for the programmable electronic holders is 
respectively arranged to provide manual insertion and removal, and at least one of the 
stacking system and unstacking systems for the adapting elements is respectively arranged 
to provide manual stacking and unstacking. 

15. (Previously presented) The combination according to claim 11, wherein the 
personalization device of the personalization machine includes a cylinder, wheel or linear 
elevator comprising a plurality of connectors for connecting with contact lugs of the 
adapting elements. 

16. {Currently amended) An adapting element for a personalization machine 
comprising a transportation system for transfer ri n g the adapt ing elements to a plurality of 
personalization stations, each t o enable personalization of programmabl e o l ootronm 
holdom, tho adapting element having a surface size larger than that of all of the 
programmable electronic holders to be personalized and being of a size (a) to enable the 
adapting etementejemente to be received by the personalization machine, and (b) to 
enable the adapting eien^ejejTTente to be eViven-in- movBri on the transportation system 
pfthe personalization machine, the adapting element including: (a) a housing having a 
shape and size to house and hold in place plural programmable electronic holders of 

different given sizes and shapes at different times, (b) a first contact or contactless 
communication device for enabling the adapting element to receive personalization data 
from a personalization device of the personalization machine, and (c) a second contact or 
contactless communication device for enabling the adapting element to transmit said 
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personalization data to the at least one programmable electronic holde r for enablinq 
personalization of the programmable holders . 

17. {Currently amended) The element according to claim 1 6, in combination with a 
system including the personalization machine and a driving system, the driving system 
including a ta pe or belt for driving p lurality of the adapting elements to and from the 
personalization devic e , o tapo or b el t for drivin g. 

18. (Currently amended) The olomont according to o l aim 16, An adapting element 
for a personalization machine to enable personaliza tion of programmable electronic 
holders, the adapting element having a surface siz e larger than that of all of the 
programmable electronic holders to be personalize d and being of a size (a) to enable the 
adapting element to be received bv the personalizat ion machine, and (b) to enable the 
adapting element to be driven in the personalization m achine, the adapting element 
including: (a> a housing having a shape and size to house and hold in place plural 
programmable electronic holders of different given size s and shapes at different times, (b) a 
first contact or corrtactless communication device for en abling the adapting element to 
receive personalization data from a p e rsonalization device of the personalization machine, 
and to a second contact or contactless communicatio n device for enabling the adapting 
element to transmit said personalization data to the at l east one programmable electronic 
holder, the adapting element being in combination with a system including the 
personalization machine and a driving system, the driving system including a revolving disk 
for driving a plurality of the adapting elements to and from the personalization device. 
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19. (Currently »™nriort\ An adapting elemen t for a personalisation machine to 
enable personalization of programmable electronic holders, the adapting element having a 
surface size larger than that of all of the programma ble electronic holders to be 
personalized and being of a size (a) to en a ble the adapting element to be received by the 
personalization machine, and to enable the adapti ng element to be driven in the 
personalization machine, the adapting element inc l uding: (a) a housing having a shape 
and size to house and hold in place plural programm able electronic holders of different 
given sizes and shapes at different times, (b) a first co ntact or contactless communication 
device for enabling the adapting element to receive personalization data from a 
personalization device of the personalization mac hine, and (c) a second contact or 
contactless communication device for enabling the adapting element to transmit said 
personalization data to the at least one programmab le electronic holder, the adapting 
element being T ho olomont according to claim 16, in combination with (a) the 
personalization machine, (b) a system for driving a plurality of the elements to and from the 
personalization device, (c) a system for inserting the elements on the driving system, (d) a 
system for removing the elements from the driving system, (e) a system for stacking the 
elements on the driving system, and (f) a system for unstacking the elements from the 
driving system, at least one of the systems (c), and (d) being respectively arranged for 
manual insertion and removal of the elements, at least one of the systems (e) and (f) being 
respectively arranged for manual stacking and unstacking of the elements. 

20. {Currently amt*nriect\ An adapting eleme nt for a personalization machine to 
enable personalization of programmable e lectronic holders, the adapting element having a 
surface size larger than that of all of the programm able electronic holders to be 
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personalized and being of a size (a) to enable the adapting element to be re ceived bv the 
personalization machine, and (b) to enable the adapting element to be driven in the 
personalization machine, the adapting element including: (a) a housing having a shape 
and size to house and hold in place plural programmable electronic holders of different 
given sizes and shapes at different times, (b) a first contact or contactless communication 
device for enabling the adapting element to receive personalization data from a 
personalization device of the personalization machine, and (c) a second contact or 
contactless communication device for enabling the adapting element to transmit said 
personalization data to the at least one programmable electronic holder, t he adapting 
element being T ho olomont according to claim 16, in combination with the personalization 
machine, the personalization device of the personalization machine including (a) a 
cylinder, wheel or linear elevator for carrying a plurality of the elements at one time , and (b) 
a plurality of connectors for connecting with contact lugs of the adapting elements. 
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